
SAINT TIMOTHY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
A Community in Formation of the 

Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GREAT EASTER VIGIL 

 

Bishop: The Most Reverend Steven J. Lopes, S.T.D. 

Parochial Administrator: Rev. Fr. Armando G. Alejandro, Jr. 

Priests in Residence: Rev. Fr. John Worgul & Rev. Fr. David Ousley 

 

 

Mass Times: 

Wednesday, 6:30 pm 

Sunday, 10 am 

 

Confession & Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament: 

Wednesday, 5 pm – 6:15 pm 

 

Holy Hour with Devotions to the 

Sacred Heart and Evensong: 

First Friday of Each Month, 7 pm

Website: https://www.sttimsocsp.cc/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/StTimsSykesville 

Flocknote: https://SaintTimothysOrdinariate.flocknote.com 

  



THE BLESSING OF THE NEW FIRE AND LUCERNARIUM 
A blazing fire is prepared in a suitable place outside the church. When the People are gathered there, the Priest 
approaches with the Ministers, one of whom carries the Paschal Candle.  
 

The Priest addresses the faithful in these or similar words: 
Dearly beloved, on this most sacred night in which our Lord Jesus Christ passed over from death unto life, holy 

Mother Church calls upon her sons and daughters scattered throughout the world to come together and to keep 

vigil, to watch and to pray. And if we thus devoutly observe the memorial of the Lord’s Paschal solemnity after this 

manner, hearkening to his holy Word and celebrating his Easter mysteries, then shall we have the sure and certain 

hope of sharing his triumph over death and Satan, and of living with him for ever in God. 

 

Priest: The Lord be with you. People: And with thy spirit. Priest: Let us pray. 

 

O God, who, through thy Son, hast bestowed upon thy faithful people the fire of thy brightness: webeseech thee 

that thou wouldest sanctify ✠ this new fire to be profitable to our service; and grant unto us, that by this Paschal 

feast we may be so inflamed with heavenly desires, that we may with pure hearts and minds attain unto the feast of 

thy eternal brightness; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

After the blessing of the fire, the Deacon or another Minister brings the Paschal Candle to the Priest, who marks 
the Candle with a cross, the letters Alpha and Omega, and the date, saying: 

1. Christ yesterday and today, (he traces a vertical line) 
2. the Beginning and the End, (he traces a horizontal line) 
3. Alpha (he traces the letter Alpha above the vertical line) 

4. and Omega (he traces the letter Omega below the vertical line) 
5. his are all times (he traces the first numeral of the current year in the upper left corner of the Cross) 

6. and all ages; (he traces the second numeral of the current year in the upper right corner of the Cross) 

7. to him be glory and dominion, (he traces the third numeral of the current year in the lower left corner of the Cross) 

8. through all the ages of eternity. Amen. (he traces the fourth numeral of the current year in the lower right corner of 

the Cross) 
 

The Priest may then fix five grains of incense in the Candle in the form of a cross, saying: 
1. By his holy 

2. and glorious wounds 

3. may Christ our Lord 

4. guard us 

5. and preserve us. Amen. 

 

When this is completed, the Priest lights the Paschal Candle from the new fire saying: 
May the light of Christ in glory rising scatter the darkness of heart and mind. 

 

Then he blesses the lighted Candle, saying: 
Officiant: The Lord be with you. People: And with thy spirit. Officiant: Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, who art thyself unseen and yet renewest all things, shed forth upon this lighted Candle the 

abundance of thy blessing, ✠ and make more splendid still the brightness of this night: may our offering shine 

more radiantly through the presence of thy hidden glory; and may this light shine in our hearts, to drive out the 

hidden deeds of darkness and make manifest the power of thy majesty; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE SOLEMN PROCESSION 

At the door of the church the Deacon, raising up the Paschal Candle, sings: 
The light of Christ. 

 

All respond: Thanks be to God 

 

 



THE EASTER PROCLAMATION 

Rejoice now, all ye heavenly legions of Angels: all high things that pass understanding: for the King that cometh 

with victory, let the trumpet proclaim salvation! Sing with joy, O earth, illuminated with this celestial radiancy, and 

enlightened by the eternal God thy glory, believe and know thou hast put away the darkness of all mankind! So 

likewise let our mother, his holy Church, welcome the bright beams of light shed upon her: and let his holy courts 

be filled with the praises of his people.  

 

I pray and beseech you therefore, dearly beloved, that all ye who here are present seeking this heavenly 

brightness, make your supplication with me to the Almighty, that he would show forth his mercy toward me. That 

he who in my unworthiness numbered me among his Levites and called me to do him service: so also may 

vouchsafe to lighten my darkness, making me meet to praise this gift of fire with thankfulness, through Jesus 

Christ, our Mediator and Redeemer, who liveth and reigneth with him and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world 

without end. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

People: And with thy spirit. 

 

 

Priest: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up unto the 

Lord. 

 

Priest: Let us give thanks unto the 

Lord our God. 

People: It is meet and right so to 

do. 

 

It is very meet and right, that with the service of our lips we should glorify and praise with heart and soul God the 

invisible and almighty, and likewise his Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, who paid for us to 

the eternal Father the debt of Adam’s transgression: and with his dear Blood wiped away the reproach of our 

former offences. Now therefore we sacrifice our Passover, wherein for us the very Lamb of God is slain, by whose 

Blood the doors of his faithful people are made holy. The night is come, wherein, when our fathers, the children 

of Israel, were led forth out of Egypt, thou dividest the sea and madest them to pass over as on dry land. Yea, the 

night is come, that with the fiery pillar hath purged away the darkness of our condemnation. The night is come, 

whereby all that believe in Christ upon the face of the earth, delivered from this wicked world and out of the 

shadow of death, are renewed unto grace, and are made partakers of eternal life. The night is come, wherein the 

bonds of death were loosed, and Christ harrowing hell rose again in triumph. 

 

For wherefore should man be born into this world, save that being born he might be redeemed? How wonderful 

then, O God, is thy loving-kindness unto us thy children! Behold, what manner of love he hath bestowed upon us: 

who to redeem a servant delivered up his only Son! O wonderful providence of Adam’s transgression, that by 

such a death sin might be done away! O blessed iniquity, for whose redemption such a price was paid by such a 

Saviour!  

 

O night verily blessed, to thee alone that time and that hour were made manifest, when our Saviour Christ rose 

again from death unto life. The night is come whereof David said: Behold the night is as clear as the day: then 

shall my night be turned into day. The mystery therefore of this most holy night putteth to flight the deeds of 

darkness, purgeth away sin, restoreth innocence to the fallen, and gladness unto them that mourn, casteth out 

hatred, bringeth peace to all  mankind, and boweth down mighty princes. 

 

Therefore, in this thy favourable time, accept, O holy Father, this our evening sacrifice of incense: which as at this 

time thy holy Church maketh before thee, and offereth to thee by the hands of thy servants, the work of the bees, 

thy creatures.  

 

Ye hear, brethren, the meaning of this pillar we have set up, whereunto in God’s honour the bright flame of fire 

doth set light. Which though it be never so much divided, yet knoweth not variableness nor loseth aught of its 

splendour. For the wax that melteth doth but feed the flame, for thereunto have the creatures of God’s hand 

brought it forth, that it should give light in darkness. O night, verily blessed, which did spoil the people of Egypt, 

and magnified the Hebrews! O night, wherein heaven and earth are joined, and mankind partaketh with the 

Godhead. 



 

We pray thee, therefore, O most Merciful: that this Candle which we have lighted and consecrated before thee in 

thine own Name, may continue to shine forth without ceasing, and may vanquish all the shades of darkness. That 

being accepted before thee as a sweet savour, it may be numbered with the lights that thou hast kindled. May the 

daystar find it burning when he dawneth into day. The daystar that riseth and knoweth not his going down. But 

coming forth from the places of darkness gladly giveth forth light unto all creation. 

 

We beseech thee, therefore, O most Merciful: that thou wouldest direct and guide us thy servants, and the hearts 

of all thy family: and all those also that minister in thy service: especially Francis, our Pope and thy servant Steven 

our Bishop, so helping us with continual grace, that we may pass our time in rest and quietness, in the glad 

solemnity of our Redemption. Through the same Jesus Christ, our Mediator and Redeemer, who liveth and 

reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

 

THE LESSONS 

The First Lesson: The Creation 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and 

darkness was upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters. And 

God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God 

separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 

there was evening and there was morning, one day. And God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst 

of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” And God made the firmament and separated 

the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament. And it was 

so. And God called the firmament Heaven.  

 

And there was evening and there was morning, a second day. And God said, “Let the waters under the 

heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so.  God called the 

dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.  

And God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in 

which is their seed, each according to its kind, upon the earth.” And it was so. The earth brought forth 

vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, 

each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.  

 

And there was evening and there was morning, a third day. And God said, “Let there be lights in the 

firmament of the heavens to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and 

for days and years, and let them be lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” 

And it was so. And God made the two great lights, the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to 

rule the night; he made the stars also. And God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light 

upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And 

God saw that it was good.  

 

And there was evening and there was morning, a fourth day. And God said, “Let the waters bring forth 

swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the firmament of the heavens.” So God 

created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, 

according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And 

God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on 

the earth.”  

 

And there was evening and there was morning, a fifth day. And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living 

creatures according to their kinds: cattle and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their 

kinds.” And it was so. And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the cattle 

according to their kinds, and everything that creeps upon the ground according to its kind. And God saw 

that it was good. Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have 



dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, 

and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the 

image of God he created him; male and female he created them. And God blessed them, and God said to 

them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the 

sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” And God said, 

“Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree 

with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the 

air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 

green plant for food.” And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very 

good.  

 

And there was evening and there was morning, a sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, 

and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God finished his work which he had done, and he rested 

on the seventh day from all his work which he had done. 

 

Psalm Response: Lord, Send forth your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 

 

Priest: Let us pray.  Let us bow the knee.  Arise. 

O God, who in a wondrous manner didst create the race of man, and still more wondrously hast 

redeemed the same: grant us, we beseech thee; so steadfastly to withstand all the crafts and devices of sin; 

that we may be found worthy to attain everlasting felicity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

 

The Second Lesson: The Sacrifice of Abraham 

In those days: God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” He said, 

“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Mori′ah, and offer him there 

as a burnt offering upon one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the 

morning, saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; and he cut the wood 

for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. On the third day 

Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place afar off. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here 

with the ass; I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.” And Abraham took the 

wood of the burnt offering, and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So 

they went both of them together. And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here 

am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood; but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 

Abraham said, “God will provide himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of 

them together. When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built an altar there, 

and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. Then 

Abraham put forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him 

from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” He said, “Do not lay your hand 

on the lad or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your 

son, your only son, from me.”  And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a 

ram, caught in a thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up as a burnt 

offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the name of that place The Lord will provide;[b] as it is said 

to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham 

a second time from heaven, 16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done 

this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will multiply your 

descendants as the stars of heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore. And your descendants shall 

possess the gate of their enemies, and by your descendants shall all the nations of the earth bless 

themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

  

Psalm Response: Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 
 

 



Priest: Let us pray.  Let us bow the knee.  Arise. 

O God, supreme Father of the faithful, who didst increase the children of thy promise by pouring out the 

grace of adoption throughout the whole world, and through the Paschal Mystery hast made, as thou didst 

swear, thy servant Abraham the father of nations: grant us, we beseech thee; that thy peoples may enter 

worthily into the grace to which thou callest them; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Third Lesson: Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea 

In those days: The Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. 

Lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go on 

dry ground through the sea. And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after 

them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. And the Egyptians 

shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.” 

Then the angel of God who went before the host of Israel moved and went behind them; and the pillar of 

cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, coming between the host of Egypt and the host of 

Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness; and the night passed without one coming near the other 

all night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord drove the sea back by a strong 

east wind all night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And the people of Israel went 

into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their 

left. The Egyptians pursued, and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his 

chariots, and his horsemen. And in the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked 

down upon the host of the Egyptians, and discomfited the host of the Egyptians, clogging their chariot 

wheels so that they drove heavily; and the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel; for the Lord 

fights for them against the Egyptians.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, 

that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” So 

Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its wonted flow when the morning 

appeared; and the Egyptians fled into it, and the Lord routed the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. The 

waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen and all the host of Pharaoh that had followed 

them into the sea; not so much as one of them remained. But the people of Israel walked on dry ground 

through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. Thus the Lord saved 

Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the seashore. And 

Israel saw the great work which the Lord did against the Egyptians, and the people feared the Lord; and 

they believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to 

the Lord, saying, “I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he has 
thrown into the sea.” 

 

 Canticle Response: I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously. 
 

Priest: Let us pray.  Let us bow the knee.  Arise. 

O God, who hast ordained that thy mighty works of old should enlighten even this our present generation; 

who didst by the mighty defence of thy right hand deliver one people from persecution in the land of 

Egypt to be a figure of the salvation of all nations by the washing of regeneration: grant, we pray thee; that 

the fulness of all mankind, being delivered from its present bondage, may be made sons of Abraham and 

worthy members of thy true Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Fourth Lesson: The New Jerusalem 

Your Maker is your husband, the Lord of hosts is his name; and the Holy One of Israel is your 

Redeemer, the God of the whole earth he is called. For the Lord has called you like a wife forsaken and 

grieved in spirit, like a wife of youth when she is cast off, says your God. For a brief moment I forsook 

you, but with great compassion I will gather you. In overflowing wrath for a moment I hid my face from 

you, but with everlasting love I will have compassion on you, says the Lord, your Redeemer. “For this is 

like the days of Noah to me: as I swore that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth, so I 

have sworn that I will not be angry with you and will not rebuke you. For the mountains may depart and 



the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall not 

be removed, says the Lord, who has compassion on you. “O afflicted one, storm-tossed, and not 

comforted, behold, I will set your stones in antimony, and lay your foundations with sapphires. I will make 

your pinnacles of agate, your gates of carbuncles, and all your wall of precious stones. All your sons shall 

be taught by the Lord, and great shall be the prosperity of your sons. In righteousness you shall be 

established; you shall be far from oppression, for you shall not fear; and from terror, for it shall not come 

near you. 

 

 Psalm Response: I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up.  
 

Priest: Let us pray.  Let us bow the knee.  Arise. 

O God, who didst lead thine ancient people by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night: grant, 

we pray thee; that we who serve thee now on earth, may come to the joy of that heavenly Jerusalem, where 

every tear shall be wiped away, and where thy saints for ever sing thy praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Fifth Lesson: Salvation Freely Offered 

Thus says the Lord: “Ho, every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, 

buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your money 

for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Hearken diligently to me, and 

eat what is good, and delight yourselves in fatness. Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul 

may live; and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. Behold, I 

made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. Behold, you shall call 

nations that you know not, and nations that knew you not shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, 

and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. “Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon 

him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return 

to the Lord, that he may have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my 

thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are 

higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. “For as 

the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and return not thither but water the earth, making it bring 

forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes forth from 

my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and prosper in the 

thing for which I sent it. 

 

 Canticle Response: With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
 

Priest: Let us pray.  Let us bow the knee.  Arise. 

O God, who didst create all things by the power of thy Word, and who renewest the earth by the 

outpouring of thy Spirit: pour forth, we pray thee, the water of life to those who thirst for thee, that they 

may bring forth abundant fruit in thy glorious kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Sixth Lesson: The Fountain of Wisdom 

Hear the commandments of life, O Israel; give ear, and learn wisdom! Why is it, O Israel, why is it that 

you are in the land of your enemies, that you are growing old in a foreign country, that you are defiled with 

the dead, that you are counted among those in Hades? You have forsaken the fountain of wisdom. If you 

had walked in the way of God, you would be dwelling in peace for ever. Learn where there is wisdom, 

where there is strength, where there is understanding, that you may at the same time discern where there is 

length of days, and life, where there is light for the eyes, and peace. Who has found her place? And who 

has entered her storehouses? No one knows the way to her, or is concerned about the path to her. But he 

who knows all things knows her, he found her by his understanding. He who prepared the earth for all 

time filled it with four-footed creatures; he who sends forth the light, and it goes, called it, and it obeyed 

him in fear; the stars shone in their watches, and were glad; he called them, and they said, “Here we are!” 



They shone with gladness for him who made them. This is our God; no other can be compared to him! 

He found the whole way to knowledge, and gave her to Jacob his servant and to Israel whom he loved. 

Afterward she appeared upon earth and lived among men. She is the book of the commandments of God, 

and the law that endures for ever. All who hold her fast will live, and those who forsake her will die. Turn, 

O Jacob, and take her; walk toward the shining of her light. Do not give your glory to another,   or your 

advantages to an alien people. Happy are we, O Israel, for we know what is pleasing to God. 

  

Psalm Response: Lord, you have the words of eternal life.  

 

Priest: Let us pray.  Let us bow the knee.  Arise. 

O God, who by the pages of both testaments hast instructed and prepared us to celebrate the Paschal 

Mystery: grant, we beseech thee, that we may comprehend thy mercy, so that the gifts which we receive 

from thee this night, may confirm our hope of the gifts to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Seventh Lesson: A New Heart and a New Spirit 

The word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, when the house of Israel dwelt in their own land, they 

defiled it by their ways and their doings; their conduct before me was like the uncleanness of a woman in 

her impurity. So I poured out my wrath upon them for the blood which they had shed in the land, for the 

idols with which they had defiled it. I scattered them among the nations, and they were dispersed through 

the countries; in accordance with their conduct and their deeds I judged them. But when they came to the 

nations, wherever they came, they profaned my holy name, in that men said of them, ‘These are the 

people of the Lord, and yet they had to go out of his land.’ But I had concern for my holy name, which 

the house of Israel caused to be profaned among the nations to which they came. “Therefore say to the 

house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, 

but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. And I 

will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you 

have profaned among them; and the nations will know that I am the Lord, says the Lord God, when 

through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. For I will take you from the nations, and gather you 

from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you 

shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will 

give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will take out of your flesh the heart of stone and give 

you a heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be 

careful to observe my ordinances. You shall dwell in the land which I gave to your fathers; and you shall 

be my people, and I will be your God. 

 

Psalm Response: As the deer longs for flowing streams, so longs my soul for you, O God.  
 

Priest: Let us pray.  Let us bow the knee.  Arise. 

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: look favourably on thy whole Church, that wonderful 

and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of thy Providence, carry out in tranquillity the plan of 

salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and 

things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection 

by him through whom all things were made, thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

  



  



After the last lesson from the Old Testament, with its Psalm and prayer, the Priest intones the hymn Gloria in 
excelsis Deo (Glory be to God on high), which is taken up by all, while bells are rung. During the Gloria, the 
candles on the altar are lit. 
 

Glory be to God on high, 

and on earth peace, good will towards men. 

We praise thee, we bless thee, 

we worship thee, we glorify thee, 

we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; 

thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, ✠ 
art the Most High in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

Collect 

Priest: The Lord be with 

you. 

People: And with thy spirit.  

 

Priest: Let us pray. 

 

O God, who dost illumine this most holy night with the glory of the Resurrection of the Lord: stir up, we 

pray thee, in thy Church, the spirit of adoption which thou hast given; that we, being regenerate both in 

body and soul, may render unto thee a pure service; through the same Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who 

liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

 

The Epistle: Romans 6:3-11 
Brethren: All of us  who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  

We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by 

the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a 

death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self 

was crucified with him so that the sinful body might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to 

sin. For he who has died is freed from sin.  But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also 

live with him. For we know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over him. The death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So 

you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

The Epistle ended, all rise and the Priest solemnly intones the Alleluia. He sings the chant through thrice, in a 

pitch a step higher each time, and the choir after each time repeats it in the same manner. Afterward the Choir 

continues with the verse (Psalm 118:1-2,15c-17,22-23) and the three-fold Alleluia response. 

 
 

V. O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gracious:  

because his mercy endureth for ever. 

V. Let Israel now confess that he is gracious:  

and that his mercy endureth for ever. 

V. The right hand of the Lord hath the pre-eminence:  

the right hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things to pass. 



V. I shall not die, but live: and declare the works of the 

Lord. 

V. The same stone which the builders refused:  

is become the head-stone in the corner. 

V. This is the Lord’s doing: and it is marvellous in our 

eyes. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

The Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10 

The Lord be with you. 

People: And with thy spirit. 

 

+ A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

People: Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 

After the sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went 

to see the sepulchre. And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from 

heaven and came and rolled back the stone, and sat upon it. His appearance was like lightning, and his 

raiment white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. But the angel 

said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; 

for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that 

he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. Behold, 

I have told you.” So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Hail!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and 

worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brethren to go to Galilee, and 

there they will see me.” 

 

The Blessing of the Water 

Dearly beloved, let us humbly invoke upon this font the grace of God, the almighty Father, that those who 

from it are born anew may be numbered among the children of adoption in Christ. 

 
The Litany of the Saints is chanted. 
 

The Priest blesses the water, saying: 
Almighty and everlasting God, assist, we pray thee, this mystery and Sacrament of thine infinite loving-

kindness: and, for the regeneration of those persons seeking to be born again in the waters of Baptism, 

send forth upon them the spirit of adoption; that this office and ministry of us thy unworthy servants may 

effectually be fulfilled in them by thy mighty power; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and 

reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

 

 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with thy spirit. 

 

 

Priest: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up 

unto the Lord. 

 

Priest: Let us give thanks 

unto the Lord our God. 

People: It is meet and right 

so to do. 

It is very meet, right and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all places, give thanks unto thee: O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God: who by thy invisible power dost wondrously give effect to the work 

of thy Sacraments. And though we be unworthy to perform mysteries so great, yet thou dost not leave us destitute 

of the gifts of thy grace, but mercifully inclinest thine ears even unto these our supplications.  

 

O God, whose Spirit in the first beginnings of the world moved over the waters: that even the nature of water 

might conceive the virtue of sanctification; O God, who didst wash away in the waters the iniquities of a sinful 

world, and didst, even in the outpouring of the flood, show forth in a figure our regeneration: that by the mystery 

of this same element there should be an end to sin and likewise a beginning of virtue; 

 



Look, O Lord, upon the face of thy Church, and multiply in her the power of thy regeneration, for thou dost by 

the streams of thine abundant grace make glad thy city: and openest the font of Baptism throughout the whole 

world for the renewing of the nations: that by the command of thy majesty she may receive from the Holy Spirit 

the grace of thine Only Begotten Son. 

 

May he, by the secret mingling of his divine power, make fruitful the water prepared for the regeneration of 

mankind: that, having received sanctification, and being born again a new creature, there may come forth an 

offspring of heaven from the spotless womb of this divine fountain: that all, whether male or female, young or old, 

may alike be brought forth into one childhood by grace, their mother. Far hence, O Lord, at thy command let 

every unclean spirit depart. Far hence be all the wickedness of the craft of the devil: let no power of the enemy 

here have place or portion: let it not ensnare and compass us around: let it not attack us in secret: let it not taint us 

with corruption. 

 

Touching the water with his hand, the Priest continues: 
May this holy and undefiled creature be free from every assault of the enemy, and purified by the departure of all 

iniquity. May it be a living fountain, water that doth regenerate, a purifying stream: that all who shall be washed in 

this laver of salvation may, by the operation of the Holy Spirit within them, obtain the grace of perfect purification. 

 

The Priest makes three crosses over the water, saying: 

Wherefore I bless thee, O creature of water, by the living ✠ God, by the true ✠ God, by the holy ✠ God: by God 

who in the beginning through his Word divided thee from dry land: whose Spirit moved upon thee;  

 

He continues, with hands extended: 
Who made thee to flow from the fountain of paradise, and commanded thee to water the whole earth with thy 

four rivers. Who in the desert bestowed upon thee sweetness when thou wast bitter, that men might drink, and 

brought thee forth from the rock for the thirsting people. I bless thee also by Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord: 

who in Cana of Galilee by a wondrous miracle did change thee through his power into wine. Who walked upon 

thee with his feet: and was baptised by thee by  John in the Jordan. Who brought thee forth together with blood 

from his side: and commanded his disciples that believing they should be baptised in thee, saying: Go ye, teach all 

nations, baptising them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Here the Priest lowers the Paschal Candle into the water a little way and says:  
May the power of the Holy Spirit descend upon the fulness of this font. 

 

Then withdrawing the Candle from the water, he again dips it more deeply, and repeats May the power. Then 
again he withdraws the Candle from the water, and the third time dips it to the bottom, repeating May the power, 
as above. 
 
With the Paschal Candle still in the water, he says: 
Almighty God, mercifully assist our prayers, who keep these thy commandments: graciously breathe thou upon 

us. Bless with thy word and power this element of water: that as by nature it hath power to cleanse and wash the 

body, so also it may be effectual for the purifying of the soul. And make the whole substance of this water to be 

fruitful unto regeneration. 

 

Removing the Paschal Candle from the water, the Priest continues: 
Here may the stains of every sin be blotted out: here may nature, created in thine image, be restored to the 

honour of its first estate, and cleansed from all the defilement of its old condition:  

that every man who cometh to this Sacrament of regeneration may be born again unto the new childhood of 

innocence. Through Jesus Christ thy Son, our Lord: who shall come to judge  

the quick and the dead, and the world by fire. Amen. 

 
The Priest or Deacon returns the Paschal Candle to its stand. 



The Order of Reception into Full Communion 

Presenter: Most Reverend Father in God, I present to you this person, Ben Brice, to receive the laying on of 

hands and anointing in the Holy Spirit and thus to be admitted to the communion of the Catholic Church. 

 

Celebrant: Dearly beloved in the Lord, Ben, by Holy Baptism God our Father gave you new birth to eternal life, 

and now you seek to be received into the full communion of the Catholic Church. You have made your decision 

after careful thought under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. I now invite you in the presence of God and of this 

Congregation to profess the Catholic Faith, to receive the seal of the Holy Spirit, and to be one with us at the 

Eucharistic Table of our Lord Jesus Christ, the very sign and instrument of the unity of his holy Church.  

 

Let us recite the articles of our belief: 

 

All: 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible; And 

in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, 

Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all 

things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven,  

Genuflect 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; 

Stand 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again 

according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and he shall 

come again, with glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. And I believe in 

the Holy Ghost the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; who with the Father 

and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spake by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Catholic 

and Apostolic Church; I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the 

dead, ✠ and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Officiant: Do you profess this faith? 

Candidate: I believe and profess all that the holy Catholic Church believes, teaches, and proclaims to be revealed 

by God.  

 

Renunciation of Sin 

 

Officiant: Do you renounce the devil and all his works, 

the vain pomp and glory of the world, with all covetous 

desires of the same, and the sinful desires of the flesh, 

so that you will not follow, nor be led by them? 

 

All respond: I renounce them all; and by God’s help, 

will endeavour not to follow, nor be led by them. 

 

Officiant: Will you endeavour to keep God’s holy will 

and commandments, and walk in the same all the days 

of your life? 

 

All: I will, God being my helper. 

 

Officiant: Ben Brice, the Lord receives you into the 

Catholic Church. 

 

The Confirmation 

 

Officiant: Our help is in the Name 

of the Lord; 

All: Who hath made heaven and 

earth. 

Officiant: Blessed be the Name of 

the Lord; 

All: Now and forever. 

 

Officiant: O Lord, hear our prayer. 

All: And let our cry come unto thee. 

 



Officiant: Dearly beloved, by Holy Baptism, God our Father gave his adopted son new birth to eternal life. Let us 

therefore pray him to pour out upon him the Holy Spirit, to strengthen him in his faith, and to anoint him that he 

may be more like Christ the Son of God: that he may continue his for ever, and daily increase in the Holy Spirit, 

more and more, until they come unto God’s everlasting kingdom. 

 

All pray in silence. Then, the officiant and priest lays hands on the confirmand. With hands extended, the 
officiant prays: 
 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hast brought this thy servant to new birth by water and the 

Holy Spirit, freeing him from sin: send upon him, O Lord, the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete; give him the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and fortitude, the spirit of knowledge and piety; fill him with the 

spirit of the fear of the Lord. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The candidate kneels before the Officiant and the sponsor places her right hand on the candidate’s right shoulder. 
The officiant lays his hand upon him as he signs him upon the forehead with the holy Chrism, saying: 
 

N., be sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Peace be with thee. And with thy spirit.  

 

Officiant: Defend, O Lord, this thy servant with thy heavenly grace, that he may continue thine for ever; and daily 

increase in thy Holy Spirit, more and more, until he come unto thy everlasting kingdom. Amen. 

 

 
 

The Priest shall conclude with the following: 
And may Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath regenerated us by water and the Holy 

Spirit, and hath given unto us forgiveness of all our sins, himself guard us by his grace unto everlasting life, in the 

same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
Taking some of the blessed water, the Priest goes throughout the church sprinkling the People. During this 
procession, the baptismal canticle Vidi aquam (I beheld water) or another appropriate hymn is sung. After the 

sprinkling, the Priest and Ministers return to their appointed places and the candles of the clergy and People are 
extinguished. The Penitential Rite and the Prayers of the People are omitted. 



 
 

Offertory Dextera Domini (Ps 118:16,17) 
The right hand of the Lord hath the pre-eminence; the right hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things to 

pass: I shall not die,but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 

 

Offertory Hymn: At the Lamb's High Feast – 89 

 

Prayer over the Offerings 

We beseech thee, O Lord, mercifully to accept the prayers and oblations of thy people: that this beginning 

of thy Paschal Mysteries may by the operation of thy grace be unto us a wholesome medicine unto 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Preface of Easter 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto 

thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God; for the redemption of the world by the death and 

Passion of our Saviour Christ, both God and Man; who did humble himself, even to the death upon the 

Cross for us sinners, who lay in the darkness and shadow of death; that he might make us the children of 

God, and exalt us to everlasting life. 

 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 

glorious Name; ever more praising thee, and saying: 

 

Communion Antiphon Pascha nostrum (1 Cor 5:6,7) 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Alleluia: therefore let us keep the feast with the unleavened bread 

of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

Communion Hymn: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence – 197  



Postcommunion Prayer 

W e beseech thee, O Lord, pour into our hearts the love of thy Holy Spirit: that as thou hast now fulfilled 

us with this Paschal Sacrament; so thou wouldest make us to continue in all godly concord; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

From the Easter Vigil through the Octave Day and on the Day of Pentecost Alleluia. Alleluia shall be added to the 
dismissal. The Deacon, or the Priest, with hands joined and facing the People, sings or says: 
 

Go forth in peace. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

Recessional Hymn: He Is Risen – 90 
 

 


